256              CAESAR      IN

ABYSSINIA

ground nearer Makalle.    They wirelessed to the Emperor
that they were not going to face the enemy's tanks

But in their holes in the cliffs of the Tembien or earner!
m the bushes of its tangled stony ravines, the Ethiopians
felt assured that no one could beat them now. They had
vindicated themselves in a battle of masses (to exit
numbers they were always insensible), and agains artillery
(they did not distinguish between the different sizes of
cannon). Well and good. They did not bother to inspec
their cartridge-belts, and count the gaps that the war had
already made in them.